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Concordia Stingers... Magical Memories... Mike Ward 
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onight we bid a warm welcome back to the 
Concordia University Ice Hockey team after 27 
years. 


Yes! Away back in 1980 the Concordia Stingers 
visited our City of Discovery when they represented 
Canada in an International Challenge Cup event at 
the Kingsway Ice Rink, which included teams from 
Denmark, Holland & Great Britain. 


That event was to be the fore-runner to a wonderful 
period of Ice Hockey in our City as it heralded the 
rebirth of the Dundee Rockets the following year 
and some of the guys in that wonderful Concordia 
side of 1980 were to play a major part in the suc- 
cess story that saw the Rockets win major honours 
year on year with the odd grand slam thrown in for 
good measure. 


The 1980 International event was won handsomely 
by the Concordia men who had obviously fallen in 
love with Scotland and this area in particular as the 
following year several of their team members made 
the journey back for a golfing holiday, staying at 
Ladybank in Fife and returning to the Kingsway Ice 
Rink to reunite with Tam Stewart the Rockets su- 
premo of that era. 


Included in that golfing 
holiday which would 
eventually change the 
face of Ice Hockey in 
this City were such 
names as Roy Halpin, 


Chris Brinster, Kevin 
O'Neil, Mike Walker, 
Grant McNicoll, Doug 
Feasby & Doug 
Dragsevich. 


Tam was more than 
impressed with what he 
saw and some of these 
guys became key play- 
ers in his vision of Ice 
Hockey for this City and 
the British League in 
general. 


Sure enough, by the start of the 1981/82 season 
Tam had signed up Roy Halpin, Chris Brinster & 
Kevin O'Neil from the Concordia side to take their 
place for Dundee Rockets in the three import Brit- 
ish league and the rest, as they say, is history! 


MIKE & GRANT McNICOLL 
(Concordia Goalie) 





Playing at that time Ka 
for Murrayfield 
Racers | was fortu- 
nate enough to be 
included in the GB 
squad that week- B 
end in April1980. 


Playing alongside 


me were Ally 
Wood, Ronnie 
Wood, & Jimmy 


Pennycook, all 
Racers team 
mates, who would 
join me the follow- 
ing season, along 
with these Concor- 
dia guys, as we 
entered a period of ice hockey in Dundee that is 
still fondly recalled by our older generation of sup- 
porters. 





Wouldn't it be wonderful if the arrival of these Con- 
cordia guys tonight, kick-started another period of 
Ice Hockey in this country that saw the sport thrive 
as it did in the 1980s! 


Tam Stewart was excited and blown 
away with the skills of these guys of the 
1980 Stingers squad and I’m sure to- 
night we will be just as impressed by 
the qualities of the class of 2007. 


| personally look forward to meeting up 
with these guys tonight and I’m sure 
there will be many fond memories to be 
had from this evening just as there was 
twenty seven years ago. 


| wish the entire travelling party of the 
Concordia Stingers the most pleasant 
of stays in our country and as they 
travel the length and breath of this is- 
land of ours on their six game tour I’m 
sure they will leave behind them many 
fond memories as did their earlier 
counterparts. 


From everyone here at Dundee Texol Stars have 
a wonderful time in our City. 


And thanks for the memories! 
Mike Ward 
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* Cordial Visitors!... by Canuck * 
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C oncordia Stingers. That is a name that will 
always be significant in local ice hockey. | 
won't go down the line of relating the history of the 
first imports to grace the Kingsway ice arena, as 
no doubt that story will appear elsewhere in this 
programme, written by people with better memo- 
ries than me. 


What | would like to recall however, is just what 
impact the three import league had on our game 
both locally and nationally. | well recall the state of 
the game before the imports, and it was still very 
enjoyable as far as | was concerned. The injection 
of a few veterans had shown novice fans like me 
just what a higher standard of player could offer, 
although these guys were undoubtedly past their 
best. 


When the imports arrived all of a sudden we saw 
the game being played at a different level. In terms 
of skating ability, speed, stick handling ability and 
sheer physical presence, these guys were streets 
ahead of most home based players. This fact 
should not be seen as any mark of disrespect for 
our home grown guys. The simple fact was that 
the imports came from countries where the game 
of ice hockey was much more developed, had a 
much greater structure and had a very big follow- 
ing. Our guys had in the main had far less chance 
to develop their skills and our re-born game had 
had a fairly limited existence. 

Nevertheless, the impact of the imports, limited to 
three in number cannot be underestimated. 


a 


All of a sudden a whole new crop of personalities 
invaded our game and overnight supporters had a 
whole new band of heroes. Most teams opted to 
go with 2 forwards and one defenceman and this 
was the formula throughout the three import days. 
Dundee Rockets briefly went with two D-men and 
one forward with great success, mostly due to the 
phenomenal attacking abilities of Czech defence- 
man Jaro Lycka (| just can’t write any article about 
that era without mentioning the great man). 


So did any home players manage to match the 
imports? In truth, until Tony Hand came along the 
answer is probably no. That does not mean that 
the Scottish players were mere passengers, and 
some did run the foreigners close. Also not all im- 
ports were as good as had been anticipated, anda 
few extra flights across the pond took place as 
guys were cut and replaced. 


Undoubtedly, the influx of the import gave our 
game a great lift, and the first batch came from 
Concordia Stingers. Could it be that this visit by 
the team with the legendary name is the portent of 
better things to come for our game? | sincerely 
hope so but whether that proves to be the case or 
not, we will always be grateful to Concordia, and 
will always have soft spot for that club. | hope you 
enjoy tonight's game and that you keep your eyes 
open for exciting prospects Who knows, you might 
be watching Stars next imports !!! 


Enjoy your evening...Canuck 


1981...Concordia men... soon to become Rocket men...Kevin 
O’Neil, Chris Brinster & Roy Halpin get shown around Tannadice 
Park by Dundee United goalkeeper Hamish McAlpine 
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Scot Taylor 


Painter & Decorator 
35 Hatton Place 


¥, r Blairgowrie 
(© 





PH10 7AN 
Phone: es 
= 07905296068 sede eae 
& Civil Engineering Contractors 
INSURANCE WORK Domestic & Commercial Work 


Interior & Exterior Work 


Tarmac & Asphalt laying on Roads, Drives, 
Footpaths, Farm Roads, Playgrounds, Car 
Parks, Forecourts. 

All areas covered. 

Free Estimates & Advice 
Tel/Fax: 01382 889316 
Mobile: 07775798439 
+ Farday Street, Dryburgh Industrial Estate 

— Dundee DD2 3QQ 
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Connecting Power To Your Need 
@ 


C.A.R.E. 
Findlay & Company 
Charted Accountants 


Allwork 
Guaranteed 
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Delighted to Support 
Dundee Texol Stars 
Talking Business... 
...in your language. 


Commercial & Residential 
Electrical Limited 


All types of electrical work 
New Installations. Rewires. Repairs 
Showers 
Tel: 01382 200555 
Fax: 01382 202555 

Mobile: 07949229590 . ; 
Email: C.A.R.E.@tinyworld.co.uk % Website: www.findlay-ca.co.uk * 


11 Dudhope Terrace Dundee DD3 6TS 
Tel: 01382 221511 
Fax: 01382 322299 
E-mail: enquiries@findlay-ca.co.uk 
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* Construction Limited * Units 5 & 6 x 
i From Conception is Elliot Industrial Estate bs 
% To Completion i Peasiehill ii 
* x Road © * 
‘ Arbroath 
i Free Estimates i DD11 2NJ 5 
* Traditional & Timber Frame * i 
* * * 
t New Housing Specialists t Woodworm. t 
x NHBC BUILDER * Damp Proofing * 
x 17 Robertson Terrace, Forfar E-mail: MBTimbercare@aol.com * 
* DD8 3JN * * 
* Tel: 01307 460211 * Tel: 01241 431 444 * 
vs Mobile: 07977 472661 bs us 
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CUTHBERT, SERVICE & JACKSON LTD 


~witfor CS ~witfor 
BARS BARS 


Playing a Starring Role in all your Insurance Requirements 


111 Bell Street Glasgow, G4 OUA 
Tel: 0141 566 9651 Fax 0141 566 





9022 
E-mail: @csjltd.co.uk 
BiI/BIA Www.csjltd.co.uk 
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CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


#2 
DEW (eM ar-laciala 
Pos: D 
Ht.: 6’ 2” 
Wt: 220 Ibs 


#7 
Jason Beliveau 
Pos: LW 
Ht: 5’10” 
Wt: 195 Ibs 


#14 
R. Des Alliers 
Pos: LW 
Ht: 62” 
Wt: 210 Ibs 


F<) 
Ron Smith 
Pos: D 
Ht.: 5’ 9” 
Wt: 175 Ibs 


Alex Sciangula 
Pos: LW 
Ht: 5°11” 

Wt: 196 Ibs 
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#15 
Marc A Element 
Pos: RW 
Ht: 5’11” 
Wt: 190 Ibs 


#4 
Justin Ciampini 
Pos: D 
Ht.: 6’ 5” 
Wt: 225 Ibs 


#10 
Trev Blanchard 
Pos: RW 
Ht: 6’3” 
Wt: 220 Ibs 


~o 


Fs) 

Nam Zo) Ce) iiley-tae) 
Pos: D 
Ht: 6’ 0” 

Wt: 176 Ib 


F: t6) 
Jesse Goodsell 
Pos: D 
Ht.: 6’ 3” 
Wt: 210 Ibs 


#11 
Eric Begin 
Pos: D 
Ht; 6711” 
Wt: 222 Ibs 


#17 
EV com-Nalela indy. 
Pos: LW 
Ht: 671” 

Wt: 203 Ibs 


#6 
DEW (emOxelele lal iia] 
Pos: D 
Ht: 5’ 10” 
Wt: 185 


#12 
Tele merle [1g 
Pos: C/Wing 

Ht: 5’7” 
Wt: 173 Ibs 


#18 
Nick Sciangula 
Pos: LW 
Ht: 5°11” 
Wt: 185 Ibs 
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DUNDEE Camperdown Leisure Complex 
IC 3 Kingsway West 

a. Dundee DD2 3SQ 
wea Tel: 01382 889369 


ARENA Fax: 01382 883720 
i? 


Public Skating Sessions 13s, . 
Winter/ Spring/ Summer 2007 Xe 


f 


Monday 10am-12noon 2.30pm-4.30pm 7pm-9pm 
End Ice Only From 1st October 2007 Throughout 
Our Curling Season 


Tuesday 10am-12noon 2.30pm -4.30pm Only 
End Ice Only From 1st October 2007 Throughout 
Our Curling Season 


Wednesday 10am-12noon 2.30pm-4.30pm 7.00pm - 9.00pm * 


Thursday 10am-12noon 2.30pm-4.30pm 

Friday 10am-12noon 2.30pm-4.30pm 7.00pm-9.00pm * 
Saturday 10am-12noon 2.30pm-4.30pm 

Sunday 2.30pm-4.30pm* 


— Admission Charges: £5.00 End Ice £3.00 Ea 
“ungce OAP: £3.00 ————sexaass 
Under 5's: £3.00 (This includes skate hire) 


Spectators: £1.00 
*DJ’s Music & Lights Session Sportscotland 


ese 
P latiary und 


Skating—Ice Hockey—Curling 
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Spice is well known as one of Dundee's finest res- 
taurants for traditional Indian cuisine, served in con- 
temporary surroundings - and the Indian take-away * 


menu is no less tempting in it's range and choice. y 

ME Spice offers it's usual delectable dishes for you to * 

take away with you - but first, enjoy a drink at the well * 

_ stocked restaurant bar, or comfortable waiting area. 

If you prefer, you can sample the delights of Spice Bar * 

% next door while waiting for our skilled chefs to prepare your Indian take-away. 
* Whatever your choice, it'll be sure to Spice up your evening! 

x Spice is open from Monday to Thursday, 5 pm to Midnight, Friday and Saturday, 

% 5pm - 1am, and 4.30 until 11 pm on Sunday. 


Erskine Lane 
Broughty Ferry 
Dundee DD5 1DG 
Tel: 01382 770644 (day) 
Tel: 01382 739291 (eve) 
e.mail: info@spiceleisure.co.uk 
_ 
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BUYERS OF SCRAP 


& NON-FERROUS METALS 
We pay top prices for 
* COPPER * BRASS * ALUMINIUM * 
* LEAD * STAINLESS STEEL * Y 
* CAST IRON * LIGHT IRON * oe.) 


Skip & Lorry Collection Service Free 


FRANK KELBIE 


LIMITED 
18 Milnbank Road Dundee. 
Tel: 01382 226438 
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CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


#19 
Simon P Sauve 
Pos: C 
Ht.: 5’ 7” 
Wt: 172 Ibs 


#24 
Jean F Boucher 
Pos: D 
Ht: 672” 

Wt: 205 Ibs 


Mike Shrider 
Pos: G 
Ht: 62” 

Wt: 210 Ibs 


#20 
(er: le)e(-) im ste) (==) 
Pos: C 
Ht.: 5’ 10” 
Wt: 180 Ibs 


#25 
Dmitri Toupikov 
Pos: RW 
Ht: 6700” 
Wt: 175 Ibs 


AN 
#31 


Patrick Lepage 
Pos: G 
Ht: 61” 
Wt: 195 Ibs 


#21 
Mike Baslyk 
Pos: C 
Ht.: 6’ 2” 
Wt: 202 Ibs 


Nic Lafontaine 
Pos: LW 
Ht: 6’3” 

Wt: 200 Ibs 


#37 
Sheldon Baerg 
Pos: G 
Ht: 5’ 10” 
Wt: 185 Ib 


#22 
Remi Tremblay 
Pos: RW 
Ht.: 5’ 11” 
Wt: 185 Ibs 


#27 
Corey Ruhnke 
Pos: C 
Ht; 61” 
Wt: 195 Ibs 


Coach 
Kevin Figsby 


#23 
Ryan Smith 
Pos: LW 
Ht: 5’ 11” 
Wt: 200 


AN 


#28 


Bret Beauchamp 


Pos: D 
Ht: 6’2” 
Wt: 220 Ibs 
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wenty seven years ago Concordia Stingers 

came to Dundee and took on the might of 
Great Britain, Denmark & Holland and blew them 
all apart in an International Challenge at the old 
Kingsway Ice Rink. 


Tonight our own Dundee Stars have the unenvi- 
able task of trying to compete with a side , who’s 
talents, although unknown to us, are riding the 
crest of the wave back home in their own backyard 
and at time of going to print sit in second place in 
a highly competitive CIS league. 


Already this year some of Kevin Figsby’s men 
have had a life long dream fulfilled when they 
played in the Corey Cup competition against the 
McGill Redmen in the Bell Centre home of the 
NHL’s Canadiens. 


Said Kevin recently.. “It was the fulfilment of a life 
long dream for many of our players to compete at 
the Bell Centre. It is also an illustration of the re- 
spect university hockey has gained in Montreal.” 


Although going down 3-1 in the game the Concor- 
dia guys had a day to remember and quickly put 
their disappointment behind them with back to 
back wins back in domestic competition. 





We are about to find 
out just how these 
‘new kids on the block’ 
compare with the Con- 
cordia men of 27 
years ago who left 
such an indelible mark 
on the face of hockey 
in Dundee and the 
country in general. 


i<.. 
. a 


Tonight the Halpin’s, O’Neil’s & Brinster’s are re- 
placed with guys such as Trevor Blanchard, Mike 
Balsyk two high scoring forwards and Brett 
Beauchamp a D man who adds firepower from the 
back to an already talent packed squad. 





So how will our guys cope tonight? It’s im- 
possible to compare 
the Concordia squad 
of 1980 with that of 
tonight's, but rest as- 
sured they will be of a 
standard that we here 
in the SPL can only 
dream of. 


The full might of the 
GB squad failed mis- 
erably all these years 
ago so can we expect 
a club side at SPL 
level to do any better! 


All we ask for is that 
our boys go out to- 
night and enjoy the 
occasion, these spe- 
cial nights have to be 
cherished, and _ it’s 
nights such as these 
that stick long in the 
memory and are re- 
called, often, over a 
few pints! 


So who knows, in an- 
other twenty seven = 
years we might be] John Dolan 
reminiscing about the 
afore mentioned Con- [ 
cordia guys or per- 
haps the likes of John 
Haig, John Dolan &f 
lain Robertson, to 
name a few! 


Whatever the  out- 
come of _ tonight's 
match-up lets all enjoy 
the occasion and give 
the warmest of New 
Year welcomes _ to 
both  sides...1_ know 
you will! 
Old Dog 
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* STRATHMORE GLAZING t 

ALEXANDER 
DECORATORS 
EXPERTS IN EXTERIOR 


& 
INTERIOR PAINTING 


Specialists in al Types of Glasswork 


Shopfitters & Domestic 
Double Glazing 


Mirrors, Shop Windows, Roof Glazing 
Safety Glass Cut To Size 


WINDOWS & DOORS PVCu 
24 Lauderdale Ave 


Eee. Unit 10 MARYBANK LANE 
- LOCHEE 
Tel: 01382 529563 DUNDEE 


Tel: 01382 611632 
Mob: 079399 61137 
Mob: 07802 425974 
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FRANKS FAST FIT 
Scotplas 


Tyres...Cheapest in Tayside up to 
Unit 6 Riverside Court 


60% off retail. 
Exhausts Up to 50% off retail. 

Mayo Avenue 
Dundee DD2 1XD 


Tel: 01382 643333 
Fax: 01382 641199 


Specialists in the Supply of 
PVC Windows, Doors, 
Facias & Soffits 
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% MOT Discount with this voucher 
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wSeivicing Competitive prices 
in * Breakdowns 

* Free tow-ins 
t (Dundee Area) 

Plus 
tracking,clutches, 
brakes,shocks 
electrical & diesel repairs etc. 





Open 7 days 8 till late 
22 OLD GLAMIS ROAD DUNDEE 
Tel: 01382 858855 
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TAR S 
Coach...Roger Hunt SCORING PENALTIES 
Sct GA | A | Time | PP/SH No Offence Dur | Time 
1 Mathew Michie NM 
1 
4 Milan Bendik Imp D 2 
7 Craig Phillips Cc D 
4 
8 Billy Hogg D 5 
6 
11 Jeff Marshall Imp D o 
13 Ewan Heeles F 8 
9 
15 Barry Carnegie F 10 
16 John Dolan A F ae 
12 
17 Kyle Doig F 13 
18 Kris Petrie F Mt 
15 
19 Sam McCluskey D 16 
; 17 
20 lain Robertson F 
18 
21 Allan Hamilton F 19 
20 
26 Liam Greig F 
21 
27 Willie Nicolson D 22 
23 
30 Craig Arthur NM Ba 
61 Gordon Latto F 
PERIOD SCORE 
81 John Haig A F 1 2 3 F OT 
; DUNDEE TEXOL STARS 
Kenny Collins NM 
AWAY 
Gavin Holmes D 
SHOTS ON GOAL 
Ross Mcintosh F 1 2 3 F OT 
DUNDEE TEXOL STARS 
AWAY 























SCORING 


PENALTIES 





G|A|A | Time 


PP/SH 


No 


Offence Dur 


Time 





























O}OI NI OT a! RP] wlni er 





Bb 
fo} 





a= 
BR 





BR 
Ny 





BR 
wo 





b 
BR 





BR 
ol 





Bb 
[op 





BR 
N 





Bb 
loo} 





BR 
o 





N 
oO 





N 
BE 





N 
nN 





N 
wo 





iN) 
KR 



































MAN OF THE MATCH 





DUNDEE TEXOL STARS 





AWAY 
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LINESMAN 





David Parent 
Ron Smith 
Justin Ciampini 
Jesse Goodsell 
David Coughlin 
Jason Beliveau 
Alex Sciangula 
Trev Blanchard 
Eric Begin 

Brad Gager 

R Des Alliers 
Marc A Element 
A Polombaro 
Marc Andri Rizk 
Nick Sciangula 
Simon P Sauve 
Gabriel Boies 
Mike Baslyk 
Remi Tremblay 
Ryan Smith 
Jean F Boucher 
Dmitri Toupikov 
Nic Lafontaine 
Corey Ruhnke 
Bret Beauchamp 
Mike Shrider 
Patrick Lepage 
Sheldon Baerg 
Coach... Kevin Figsby 


Coach...Peter Bender 





LW 
LW 


Qa 70a 9 9a 


Three Concordia Men who 74 
became Rocket Legends 
Chris Brinster . 
Roy Halpin & Mike Walkep 
Picture 1983 { 





Edinburgh’s Ice Hockey store 


Proud Sponsors of The Dundee Stars 
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EASTOWN. Terre Smee ene 


16 Reoseburn Terrace 


Edinburgh EH12 GAW 


Tel= 01313467171 
penaltybox@btconnect.com 





Roy Halpin 


Dundees Greatest Ever Catch 





Gea NT ee Sree TR ng Rak enn 


< Mr Magic.... by Angusloon + 
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Happy New Year to one and all! 


onight we welcome very special First 

Foots as the Concordia Stingers Univer- 
sity Team take to the ice for the first time 
here at the Dundee Ice Arena. Our older 
fans will remember with delight the last time 
they iced in Dundee at the old Kingsway rink 
when they represented Team Canada in an 
International hockey event in 1980. 


Their taking part in that event had more sig- 
nificance locally than we could possibly have 
known at the time as three of their players 
became the first imports to play for Dundee 
Rockets in September 1981. Kevin O’Neill 
scored almost 70 points in one season here, 
defenseman Chris Brinster stayed much 
longer and racked up nearly 200 points from 
the blue line but it was the legendary Roy 
Halpin that made the biggest impression 
amongst the Dundee supporters. 


“The Hammer” as he was affectionately 
known enjoyed three and a half great sea- 
sons with us here in Dundee before a recur- 
ring back injury brought about a very sad, 
premature retirement from professional 
hockey. However in this time he broke most 
of the scoring records around but never let 
any individual stats appear in the Rockets 
programme as he firmly believed that hockey 
was a team sport. 


| fondly remember the night he scored 14 
goals against Durham Wasps to beat the 
existing British record for the most goals 
scored in a single game. These were only 14 
of almost 350 he scored in 122 games in a 
Rockets shirt and when you add in his near 
300 assists you begin to see the advantage 
of having “Mr Magic” in your side! 


My lasting memory of Roy’s play will always 
be how dangerous he was behind the oppo- 
nent’s net. A master of the wrap around, he 
also was very adept at scoring by hitting the 
puck in off the back of the goalies pads! 


Roy was deservedly jes 
inducted into the Brit- 
ish Hockey Hall of 
Fame in 1986 and is 
now a_ successful 
sports administrator 
back in his native 
Canada. He was a 
great ambassador for 
the sport of ice 
hockey in this country 
and when Dundee 
Rockets decided to 
run a_ testimonial 
game for him, the club were inundated with 
an unprecedented number of requests to 
play in this special game. A number of clubs 
sent him their team jerseys with his name 
and the famous number 9 on them. He may 
have scored a few goals against them but 
everyone off the ice recognised him as one 
of the game’s true gentlemen. 





Last month | tracked Roy down via his 
Sports Company website and speculatively 
sent off an e-mail asking if he would be will- 
ing to answer a few questions to include in 
my weekly programme article. To my sur- 
prise back came a reply from Roy within 
twenty minutes saying he was humbled by 
my request and that he would be honoured 
to write for the Dundee hockey fans. 


Tonight is a very appropriate evening to un- 
veil Roy’s memorable moments from his time 
amongst us in Dundee. These are Roy’s 
thoughts without any prompting and | believe 
they make fascinating reading about a time 
that all Dundee supporters can rightly be 
proud off. | hope you get as much enjoyment 
from his article as | did! To my mind they 
simply confirm what we have all known all 
along. Roy Halpin was a true Dundee Leg- 
end in hockey terms but also a true gentle- 
man off the ice! 


| hope we all enjoy a great game of hockey 
tonight and raise a pint of heavy to Mr Roy 
Halpin! Angusloon 
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x 
My dear Dundee friends... a message from Roy Halpin x 
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H aving recently been invited to share 
some memorable moments with you, | 
must first say | am honoured that hockey 
friends afar remember the history and mar- 
vels of the early 80’s in Dundee. Thank you 
for your continued enthusiasm and for allow- 
ing me to convey a few thoughts. 


As | stated many times throughout my ca- 
reer, what one player does in the way of 
goals and assists is of no significance in 
hockey terms. Hockey and _ its history 
remembers championship teams. | believe, 
over time, the Rockets earned this respect. 
Personally, | love to win more than my love 
for the game itself and, fortunately, | was 
blessed by playing on many championship 
teams in my career none more satisfying and 
enjoyable as that experienced with the Dun- 
dee Rockets. No goal, win or trophy comes 
to mind more so than the consistency we 
brought to the game over those years. 


| must confess that the little | knew of ice 
hockey in Britain was not a major factor in 
deciding to play for Dundee. 
How unforeseeable it was that 
Tom Stewart, Dundee and 
hockey in Scotland would im- 
press upon me my most treas- 
ured years and memories in 
hockey. 


As | flew to Dundee in late 
summer 1981, | pondered over 
the unknown ahead. As my 
nature is to live with great ex- 
pectations, | truly believed that 
great things would happen in 
both a hockey and personal 
sense. | clearly recall walking 
off the plane with a clean slate 
of anticipation and limited no- 
tions on the status of the game 
but with a well defined commit- 
ment to giving the owner, team, 
fans and league my fullest po- 
tential. 








Over the next four seasons | was introduced 
to a regalia of exceptional and not so excep- 
tional aspects of the game which allowed me 
to paint an affectionate understanding of the 
growing pains British hockey was facing in 
the early 80s and, more importantly, Scottish 
hospitality now forever etched in my heart. 


The overall level of players was slightly better 
than average in Canadian terms. But for a 
few, teams were shallow in quality after the 
top five or six players. Exceptional describes 
the emergence of good young players such 
as Tony Hand (pictured below) and the Coo- 
per brothers during my stay. 


While mental 
toughness 
and abundant 
desire __ truly 
depicted the 
exemplary 
player of the 
time, "hockey 
sense" was 
sparse. There were talented players 
on all teams but few could be cate- 
gorized as being creative "with" and 
more importantly "without" the puck. 
Teams such as Durham, Edinburgh, 
Streatham, Fife, Nottingham and 
ourselves dominated the scene 
leaving as many teams far behind 
competitively. 


AS we were a new team and our 
bench was short (10 to 12 players 
only), our mandate was different. 
Developing young players, as Edin- 
burgh was doing, was unfortunately 
not a priority. | am still of the feeling 
that Dundee repetitively won not 
because we were more talented but 
rather by self-managing our limited 
numbers extremely well in a healthy, 
jovial and most times intoxicated 
environment . 


Continued next page... 
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No team or coach was able to read or 
counter the strategy, pace, creativity and du- 
rability the Rockets offered. How could any 
opposing coach cope with the endless stam- 
ina of the two Wood brothers, Ally and 
Ronnie, the steadiness of Mike Ward, the 
flair of Joe Guil- 
cher, Jock 
McGuff, Charlie 
Kinmond and 
most importantly 
the leadership of 
George Reid? 
Top these assets 
with my partners 





in crime, Chris 

: Brinster, Kevin 

Ally Wood O'Neill, Al 
Leblanc and 


Mike Walker plus a substantial dose of team 
spirit and nothing less than a winning formula 
was procreated. 


At that time, |, like many, had a sense that 
the management and financial status of all 
teams had a direct link and influence on the 
quality of teams. It is a well known fact that 
teams rich in ownership and _ spectators 
(much like Dundee) were ahead of the game 
but nowhere had | seen this with such a clear 
distinction. Financial support became the 
most influential factor between winning and 
losing. While some owners were still dabbling 
in the love for the sport and simply man- 
aged a day-to-day operation, new owners 
were making it a business. The early 80s 
brought about the beginnings of a more cor- 
porate and profit-driven reality essential to 
the growth of a game that had been stagnant 
for years. 


As the nature of the British game had been 
idling over the last 30+ years, infrastructures 
were, to say the least, antiquated. | vividly 
remember my first encounter with Ayr Ice 
Rink thinking "this ice surface is so small | 
can probably deflect my own shot", .then 
again my shot might have been the issue 
here! 





Also noteworthy was the lack of showers in 
the visitors changing room in Nottingham and 
being harassed exquisitely by a line-up of 
great looking women as we made our way in 
bath towels to the showers. Since hockey 
played second fiddle to curling and figure 
skating in many rinks, the need for new or 
updated hockey facilities was typically dor- 
mant. British ice hockey obviously longed that 
improved quality and interest in the game 
would eventually lead to better facilities as we 
see today. Qual- 
ity facilities and 
sound development 
of youth hockey in- 
evitably as- 
sures ongoing 
growth of ice hockey 
and Scotland today 
seems to be on track 
towards a_ healthier 
game. 


“Leadership”...George Reid 


In today’s world | am 
the Executive Director for Tennis Canada and 
the National Tennis Center in Montreal. Be- 
sides overseeing and organizing the Cana- 
dian Open Tennis Championships, part of the 
men’s Masters Series, we own and manage 
two stadiums and an indoor facility. Steve 
Salter, my colleague and former Rocket, and 
|, keep ourselves busy presenting major con- 
certs, sports competitions and special events 
on a year round basis. 


| am married to wonderful Martine and have 
two precious kids named Liam (4) and Gabri- 
elle (6). My house is patrolled by a vicious 
Westie and my home bar is stocked with 
malts and hockey memorabilia from Dundee. 
| continue to play hockey three times a week 
and am off fishing whenever | can with Steve 
and Louie Coté (another former Rocket). 


If all goes well, | should be visiting you all in 
2008, as | truly miss my Dundee friends and, 
if your memory serves you right, a good pint 
of ‘heavy’. 

Tarameduck 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


SHIN GIES) 


evin Figsby was hired by the 
A—— Department of Recreation 
—4= <= and Athletics on Jan. 5, 2000 to 
take over the Concordia Stingers 
men's hockey program. i 










Figsby is a successful motivator 
with more than 20 years of coach- 
ing experience at the provincial, national and inter- 
national levels. He is probably best known for 
coaching the Lac St. Louis Midget AAA Lions from 
1993-'98. 


In 1995, Kevin was head coach of the Quebec 
entry at the world under-17 championship, winning 
a bronze medal. 


Kevin recently completed his Canadian Hockey 
Association Level 4 coaching certification. It is the 
highest level of certification offered by the CHA 
and is designed to prepare coaches for leadership 
roles in national and international hockey. Less 
than 30 Canadian coaches have reached this 
level. 


Kevin was also a respected player. He played his 
minor hockey with the Ville Emard Hurricanes. He 
went on to play junior hockey in Quebec, with the 
John Abbott Islanders and the Bishop's Gaiters. 


Netminder 
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High Scoring 
Trevor Blanchard 
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Lawson, Coull & Duncan 


Solicitors and Notaries 
For all your legal and Property Requirements 


Telephone (01382) 227555 
Fax (01382) 200978 
136-138 Nethergate, Dundee 
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Canam Sport 
So PRmeosslyvm Street Bork calla, 
Fite eS 1 3 “Ae 


Tel 01592-599929 E-mail sales(@ican-am.co.uk 


Miost noapor brands stocked . mext day delivery available 


UK Supplier for <@S@Emagges Ss 


Cjaon8l Equipment 


Team supplies & Custom Shirts available call for a quotation 
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DUNDEE TEXOL STARS 


Programme fable Tonight 
There's something for everyone...Réeplita SHIT... 


SCai71'... Bob taps... Baséhall caps... Memorabilia 


Tonight and tomeght only... on display 
Mike Ward’s concordia Jacket from 1980 
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Bettyblueline's Trivia Challenge * 
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Go as Scots we believe that we are a 
very knowledgeable segment of world society 
and that we have contributed more that our fair 
share to the modern world. Perhaps this can be 
demonstrated with our many inventions. These 
include the television, telephone, postage stamp 
and many other cornerstones of civilised society. 
These multiple contributions lead to the great 
Scots claim of “wha’s like us!”. 


Canadians on the other had are a much more dig- 
nified bunch (unless its on ice). As member of the 
G8 (Canada was the seventh member), Canada 
has one of the world’s strongest and most dynamic 
economies even if their dollar is getting a bit on 





Curiously Canada also produces the best {| 
pipers and highland dancers in the world - 
they are amazingly better at being Scot- 
tish than we are. 


So the Canucks know a lot about us, but what do 
we actually know about them. Here are some 
straightforward everyday Canadian questions - 
see how you get on? 


If you get 80% correct you can consider yourself a 
bona fide Canadian. If you get less than 20% con- 
sider yourself part of the Bush fraternity! 


Have fun and enjoy tonight's game. 




















the strong side for their own good. (Answers next Page) Bettybluline 
Q1 | Who is the current Prime Q2 | Who are the current Grey Q3 | Western, Waterloo & 
Minister of Canada? Cup Champions (Canada’s Wilfred Laurier are Univer- 
version of the Super Bowl? sities in which province? 
A. | PierreTrudeau A. | Hamilton Tiger Cats A. | Ontario 
B. | Brian Mulroney B. | Saskatchewan Roughriders | |B. | Quebec 
C. | Stephen Harper C. | Winnipeg Bluebombers C. | Alberta 
D Jean Chretien D_ | British Columbia Lions D British Columbia 
Q4 | Moncton is the main city in || Q5 | The Montreal Canadiens Q6 | The Toronto Maple Leafs 
which Canadian province? have won how many have won how many 
Stanley Cups? Stanley Cups? 
A. | New Brunswick A. | 24 A. | 24 
B. | Newfoundland B. |15 B. | 15 
C. Nova Scotia Cc. |13 Cc. | 13 
D | Prine Edward Island D |10 D | 10 
Q7 | Which was the last Cana- Q8 | Currently the most watched | | Q9 | What Canadian city is nick- 
dian team to win the Canadian television pro- named Cowtown? 
Stanley Cup? gram is? 
A. | Edmonton Oilers A. | Coaches Corner A. | Saskatoon 
B. | Montreal Canadiens B. | The CBC News B. | Regina 
C. | Toronto Maple Leafs C. | Dragons Den C. | Calgary 
D_ | Vancouver Canucks D_ | Little Mosque on the Prairie ||D | Edmonton 
Q_ Maurice (Mo) Johnston is Q_ | What do Canadians Q How many Canadian 
10 | manager of? 11 | nickname the “Loonie”? 12 Provinces are there? 
A. | Toronto Rock A. | The Canadian Dollar A. |7 
B. | Toronto FC B. | People from Newfoundland ||B. 8 
C. | Toronto Raptors C. |Atype of back bacon Cc. |9 
D __ Toronto Argonauts D_ | Strong Beer D 10 
Q Which city is nicknamed Q__| The main export from the Q_— Scots make up approxi- 
13 | Hogtown? 14 | province of Saskatchewan 15 mately what percentage of 
is? the Canadian population? 
A. | Toronto A. | Back Bacon A. (7% 
B. | Ottawa B. | Donuts B. | 14% 
C. | Winnipeg C. | Bear C. | 21% 
D _ Halifax D_ | Wheat D | 28% 
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* Concordia Stingers... Coaches Thoughts... Home & Away 
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a mp’ ead coach Kevin 
ial. 5 Figsby expects to see 
— {=} a more experienced and 
steady Concordia squad in 
action this season and of 
course tonight!. “ | expect to 
be strong on the attack, ex- 
plained Figsby. We’ve_ im- 
. proved on the defensive end 
and are solid in nets. | ex- 
pect consistent performances from the returning 
players and a major contributions from the rook- 
ies”. With 20 returning players in the line-up the 
coach has reason to be optimistic. The only major 
loss from last season is defenseman Trevor Haw- 
kins, the team captain who graduated and went to 
play professional in Australia. The Stingers will rely 
heavily on third-year right wing Trevor Blanchard 
to provide the leadership on offence. He was Con- 
cordia's leading scorer last season with 14 goals 
and 17 assists for 31 points in 25 games. 





Figsby also expects great offensive output from 
Dmitri Toupikov, a right winger who joined the 
Stingers in January last season. He had four goals 
and three assists in 11 games. Another veteran 
with big responsibilities is fourth-year defenseman 
Ron Smith, who is expected to lead the team on 
the back end. One rookie to watch closely is left 
wing Nicolas Lafontaine, a six-foot-three, 200- 
pound power forward with three years of experi- 
ence in the QMJHL. Last season he played with 
the Joliette L’Action of the Quebec junior AAA 
league, scoring 51 goals and adding 40 assists in 
54 games. He will have an immediate impact on 
the Concordia power play. 


Concordia is looking to improve on its 8-16-3-1, 
fourth-place finish in the 
OUA Far East conference last season, and Kevin 
Figsby is confident the pieces are in place. 
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P eter Bender the assistant coach of the Con- 
cordia Stingers who played and coached in 
the UK had some strong words to say on the plight 
of British Ice Hockey recently. 


Firstly Peter commented on his stay coaching and 
playing in the UK a few years back when he 
coached Whitley in the 90's for a few years when 
they played in the Premier League... “ It was great 
hockey and | met some truly wonderful people ( in 
and out of hockey in my time there. Francis Smith 
was wonderful to me as an owner and made my 
coaching experience worth that much more. Play- 
ers like David Long staff, Kevin Dean and Simon 
Leach were the epitome of pro hockey players.”. 


Peter was critical of the CBC bias coverage re- 
garding the recent NHL exposure to the local UK 
fans in London. “I recently saw a television piece 
done by the CBC as part of the NHL hype for the 
recent game in London. It was biased and conde- 
scending as per asking Londoners about hockey 
and then using select responses to fit the notion 
that British are ignorant about the game. 


| found the British fans to be knowledgeable and 
as devoted to the game as any in Canada. The 
Reuters correspondent, who was more used to a 
political hustle and bustle type of interview made 
some bold and very narrow research to try and 
make a very weak point about the NHL and the 
game in the UK.. 


Both the NHL Commissionaire Gary Bettman and 
my self stated at any given time in London their 
were at least five top rate soccer matches being 
played, plus Rugby, at a National level and any 
number of other events. That, plus theatre plays, 
cinema and a host of other social events it is no 
wonder why the local Londoner was sometimes 
unaware of the total amount of sport on offer on 
any given weekend. 


With fans wearing a dichotomy of colours from 
their hockey shirts around the world, plus a gaggle 
of two hundred sports writer, broadcasters and 
alike from all four corners of the globe. | think the 
CAC might be just a bit off course on their opinion 
of the average European and or UK hockey fan 
awareness of what was on offer”. 


To all our learned Scottish Ice Hockey fans...Enjoy 
tonight’s game and thank you for your support. 


Kevin Figsby & Peter Bender 
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